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St. Peter's by a Cardinal. I was loo far from the altar to
follow the intricate ritual, but now and again I could see
the white figure of the Cardinal-Celebrant moving there
facing the east in the historical position of a Fourth Century
priest, assisted by a Canon of the Lateran and with a deacon
and a sub-deacon on the altar steps. Either the Cardinal or
one of his assistants would walk from time to time towards
the throne to icceive the Pope's blessing. After the deacon
had sung the Gospels, the book was brought solemnly in
procession for the Pope to kiss. And it was at this point in the
Mass that I was astonished to hear the sound of pigeons cooing
in St. Peter's. At first I thought that in the silence which had
now spread through the church I could hear the birds that fly
about in the piazza outside; but this sound was too loud.
There were pigeons, or doves, actually inside the church,
and the mystery was soon revealed in the most beautiful
ceremony I have ever seen. It was the Offertory.

The whole width of the apse was suddenly filled by a pro-
cession of monks, men in black court dress, and others, who
advanced towards the Pope holding little baroque and Gothic
cages made of silvered wood in which song-birds and ring-
doves were chirping and cooing. Behind came men carrying
silver and gold barrels of water and wine and a golden
tray with loaves of bread on it. As they slowly advanced
step by step towards the Pope, there was dead silence in the
church save for the lovely cooing of the doves and the bright
chirping of the little birds.

The men knelt at the foot of the throne, and as each one
brought his offerings, the Pope leaned forward slightly and
blessed it. The little birds did not know that they were in
the presence of the Sovereign Pontiff and chirped brightly,
putting their heads on one side and gazing up into the blaze
of light in which he sat, and he solemnly moved his hand
over them in the sign of the Gross. This ceremony was
performed three times, once for each of the new saints, and it
is a relic of days when the early Christians brought offerings
,of food, wine, and candles to Church for the service of the
altar or the upkeep of the clergy, and the aid of the poor.
And whenever a new saint is created, these offerings are still
given to the Pope; and I am sure that when St. Francis was